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Insight from Prof. Oakhill



- Word reading (or decoding) refers to the ability to 

read single words out of  context. 

- Language comprehension refers to our ability to 

understand words, sentences, and text. 

(Gough & Tunmer, 1986)

Insight from Prof. Oakhill



Origin of  A Word A Day English 

Vocabulary Learning Booklet (Vol. 1 & 2) 
Observations over the years

- Second Language English Learners (such as newly arrived 

children from mainland and other countries and SEN students 

with specific learning difficulty struggle with the ability to decode 

a word in English. 

- The English teachers of  SDB Ng Siu Mui Secondary School 

worked together with Department of  Special Needs & 

Counselling , EdUHK since 2020 to produce the AWAD English 

Learning Booklets for students with special and specific needs 

and with a shaky foundation in English. 



Features of AWAD Booklet



Features of AWAD Booklet



Features of AWAD Booklet Vol. 1



Enhanced features of AWAD Booklet Vol. 1

Chinese recordings 

added

Support Non-Chinese 

students to improve 

spoken Chinese



AWAD Booklet Vol. 1 E-book by EdCity & QEF

An interactive e-book

With buttons,

recordings of  vocab 

and sentences in 

both English and 

Chinese

Questions in all units Ready 

by 30/8



Features of AWAD Booklet Vol. 2



Enhanced Features of AWAD Booklet Vol. 2

Around 4-5 words 

in Vol. 2 with AR 

effects



Looking forward to AWAD Booklet Vol. 3
Main focus: Integration and inference

Poor comprehenders have difficulty in making inferences to

connect ideas (local cohesion) and to incorporate background

knowledge to make sense of  a text (global coherence)

… Debbie put on her swimming costume but the water was too

cold to paddle in, so they made sandcastles instead. They

played all afternoon and didn't notice how late it was. Then

Debbie spotted the clock on the pier. …

Q: Where did Debbie and Michael spend the afternoon?



Features of AWAD Booklet Vol. 3

Attempt to develop 

students’ ability to make 

inferences in Vol. 3.

Q. What is the 

implication of  the action 

of  ‘Watching Hollywood 

movies’ in the sentence?



Features of AWAD Booklet Vol. 3

Attempt to develop 

students’ reading skills 

in Vol. 3. e.g. referencing 

skills

Short paragraphs will be 

covered

“I watched a Hollywood

movie on Disney+ last night.

It was wonderful. I would

recommend it to my friends

for sure.”



Vol. 2 Coming soon..

Feel free to contact 

Ms Celest Chan at 

9341 6887 or 

email (chanwy@sdbnsm.edu.hk)

mailto:chanwy@sdbnsm.edu.hk

