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How to guide students to write a letter to the editor by 

utilizing different elements of multimedia

Salesians of Don Bosco Ng Siu Mui Secondary School



School Background

• A boys’ school located in Kwai Ching district

• The fourth poorest district in HK

• Majority of the students come from low-income families

• 68% of the students are Chinese & 32% are Non-Chinese 



Student features & English Learning 

• Our students fall into three categories:

Newly-arrived children /
Chinese students

With very little English & know only
basic English words in primary/
secondary school in China

Non-Chinese
students mainly
Pakistanis 

May have fluent spoken English,
but may be weak in spelling,
vocabulary and sentence patterns
for writing 

SEN students 
confirmed SEN
cases, including SLI, ASD, ADHD
and SpLd



Student features and English Language @ NSM

• In general, boys are more active by nature

• Our students, mainly tactile learners, learn

• better by doing and experiencing

• Students are divided into three learning groups in each junior form by 
ability

• Small class teaching, with around 10-15

• students in each junior group



Areas of Concern 

• How to guide students to write a Letter to the Editor by utilizing 

different elements of multimedia

Target groups: 3 groups of S2 students

Pre- test: A Letter to the Editor task

Post-test: 2nd term writing exam





Research about multimedia elements in 
learning 

“The increasing use of multimedia in teaching has provided many opportunities to present

multiple representations of content (text, video, audio, images, interactive elements) to cater

more effectively to the different learning styles and modal preferences of an increasingly

diverse student body.”

“The key motivation for incorporating these enhancements into the curricula is unquestionably

the desire to improve the learning performance of students.”

(Sankey, Birch, Gardiner, 2010)

Source: Engaging students through multimodal learning environments: The journey continues



Research on Multimedia elements & SEN 
students 

“A multimedia learning system for children with Autism or Down’s 

syndrome.Therefore it is necessary to look into the theory behind multimedia 

learning. Richard Mayer defines multimedia learning as learning from words and 

pictures (Mayer, 2001). He states that “multimedia messages that are designed in 

light of how the human mind works are more likely to lead to meaningful learning 

than those that are not” (p.41). (Khan, 2010)

Source: The effects of multimedia learning on children with different special 

education needs



Why Letter to the Editor?

• A common genre in DSE Paper 2

• An effective way to express their opinions towards a social issue 

of that they have experienced by themselves



Why this theme?

• Popular topics

• NSM as a future school, well-being school and a community 
school

• Relevant to our everyday life



Pre-test and Post-Test

Unit • Unit 3, Save Our Planet, Environmental Protection

Class • All four S2 classes

Pre-Test • In Feb, a letter to the editor (form-based, core &

advanced levels)

Post-Test • 2nd Term Writing Exam

*Pre-test, Actual Writing Task & Post-test (2nd Term 

Writing Exam) all with a similar design  



All 4 classes

2ABC Strong

2A Intermediate

2BC Weak

2C Weakest



Pre-test (Core)
Hard for them to produce a letter

Photo descriptions with hints instead 





Pre-test in google form



Pre-test samples



Pre-test (Core) Performance

• Best Part was 1. Type of waste, scored 6 marks out of 8.

• Okay in 2. Environmental problems

• Not too satisfactory in 3. Environmental protection

• Could not generate solutions from different perspectives

• Statistics description: 0/1 out of 5 marks



Pre-test (Advanced)
Authentic setting: school campus

Everyday issue



Pre-test (Advanced) Performance

• Scored 6-10 marks out of 16

• Some sense on how to write a formal letter but not solid e.g. 
wrong salutation

• Some observation of the problem (mainly by sense of sight)

• Background of issue and solutions put in the same paragraph

• Fail to think of solutions/ impacts from broader perspectives

• Paragraphs not in right proportion



Pre-test (Advanced) Samples Some sense of a formal letter

Mainly sense of sight 

Wrong salutation 



Some use of statistics

Background and solution 

put together

Statistics more than solutions



Pre-tasks

To help students familiarise with the topic, we used the platform 
Nearpod and included a lot of multi-media elements on teaching 
the follow things, 

1. Thematic vocabulary of types of waste, environmental problems 
& protection

2. More environmental issues e.g. greenhouse effect, landfills, 
sustainable energy, extinct animals, etc.

3. Environmental issues in the Hong Kong context



Strategy 1: Nearpod with rich multimedia 
elements

Vocab & picture 

matching 

Observe a 3D model

Graded questions



Thematic Cartoon Videos

Open-ended questions in 

a collaborative board



Cartoon video of important concept: 

Greenhouse effect
Infographic of Greenhouse effect



Convert an important 

concept into a flow chart

Flow chart in a drag-drop exercise



360 video of a landfill

Infographic of landfill locations (with our school 

included)

Question linked to infographic 

and our school



Easy to collect data





Learning focuses

1. The purpose of writing of a letter to the editor

2. The structure of a letter to the editor

3. The introduction paragraph with personal experience and the use of 
5 senses

4. The background paragraph with relevant statistics

5. The impact paragraph with the use of the stakeholders’triangle

6. The solution paragraphs with the use of the stakeholders’triangle



Writing Task



Strategy 2: Authentic contexts

• https://www.thinglink.com/scene/152789
3883223015427

• Created by EdU

• Related to authentic places in HK context

• With sound, 360 videos and questions

• Pseudo-field trips under Covid

• Provide more observation before writing 

• Useful to students who have never visited 
these places

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1527893883223015427


Tuen Mun River and water pollution
Mongkok refuse station and land pollution



Lamma Power Station and air pollution Victoria Harbour and light pollution



Strategy 3: Reading authentic data







Write down data collected



Transfer data into a paragraph



Strategy 4: Role Play



Advanced Core





Strategy 5: authentic texts



CoreAdvanced



Introduction (Classwork) 

- made use of 5 senses & personal 
experience (e.g. hot billboards, 
noise & bright lights)

- described his observations & 
feelings



Use of statistics (Classwork of more able students) 

- A strong topic sentence, 
supported by reliable data - Tried to describe not only the 

numbers but also the trend



Use of statistics (Classwork of less able students) 

- Quoted data from reliable sources



Impacts (Classwork of more & less able 
students) 

- Used some complex sentence 
patterns



Solutions (Classwork of more able students) 

- Generated solutions from different stakeholders (e.g. government, enterprises & 
NGOs)



Solutions (Classwork of less able students) 

- Generated some solutions from personal perspective



Introduction (Post test) 

- made use of 5 senses 
(personal experience)



Use of statistics 
(Post test of more able students)

- Described the changes of 
various statistics

- used some adjectives to 
describe the statistics (e.g. 
shocking)



Use of statistics 
(Post test of less able students)

- Came up with a short 
conclusion after describing 
the statistics

- Tried to describe the data



Impacts (Post test of more able students)



Solutions (Post test of more able students)

- Made use of stakeholder triangle
- Made use of connectors

- Made good use of stakeholder 
triangle



Solutions (Post test of less able students)

- Came up with solutions from 
personal perspective

- Tried to use some linking 
words



Conclusion

• Some improved sense of a letter to the editor

• Could make use of 5 senses to describe personal experience

• Could apply the use of stakeholders’ triangle to talk about 
impacts and solutions

• The learning pattern can be applied in different forms when 
writing a letter to the editor, esp. S4-6



Thank you


