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School Background

● A boys’ school located in Kwai Chung district

● The fourth poorest district in HK

● Majority of the students come from low-income families

● 68% of the students are Chinese & 32% are Non-Chinese 

Students’ background
Our students fall into three categories:

Newly-arrived children /

Chinese students

With very little English & know only

basic English words 

Passive learners, not confident to speak in 

English

Non-Chinese

students mainly

Pakistanis 

May have fluent spoken English,

but could be weak in spelling, vocabulary and

sentence patterns for writing

SEN students 
confirmed SEN cases, including SLI, ASD,

ADHD and SpLd

Students’ characteristics and English language teaching

● In general, boys are more active by nature

● Our students, mainly tactile learners

● Learn better by doing and experiencing

● Students are divided into three learning groups in each junior form by 

ability

● Small class teaching, with around 10-15 students in each group
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Areas of Concern 

Target groups: 4 groups of S2 students

Pre- test: A magazine article

Post-test: 2nd term writing exam

How to guide students to conduct research, write and do a

presentation by integrating elements of multimedia and first-hand

information

Main Elements of Multimedia

Static Elements

Text Graphic

Dynamic Elements

Video Audio Gadget

More able students: To maximize their development

Less able ones: To help them learn more effectively   

Video

Graphic

Text

Audio

Gadget

Research about multimedia elements in learning 

“The increasing use of multimedia in teaching has provided many opportunities to present

multiple representations of content (text, video, audio, images, interactive elements) to cater

more effectively to the different learning styles and modal preferences of an increasingly

diverse student body.”

“The key motivation for incorporating these enhancements into the curricula is

unquestionably the desire to improve the learning performance of students.”

(Sankey, Birch, Gardiner, 2010)
Source: Engaging students through multimodal learning environments: The journey continues
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Research on Multimedia elements & SEN students 

“A multimedia learning system for children with Autism or Down’s syndrome. Therefore it

is necessary to look into the theory behind multimedia learning. Richard Mayer defines

multimedia learning as learning from words and pictures (Mayer, 2001). He states that

“multimedia messages that are designed in light of how the human mind works are more

likely to lead to meaningful learning than those that are not” (p.41).

(Khan, 2010)

Source: The effects of multimedia learning on children with different special education needs

Multi-sensory Experience Learning

Role Play
(One VS whole 

class)

Use of Realia
(Pair work)

Individual 
Presentation

(One VS whole class)

Interview
(One VS A 
Teacher)

Various modes of communication channels 

A diverse means of output

Role Play

Use of Realia

Individual Presentation

Interview

The writing task 
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Why this text-type? 
● A common genre in HKDSE Paper 2

● An effective way to address to common issues among teenagers

● An oral presentation 

● Infographics 
Magazine Article 

(Text)

Infographics
(Visual)

Individual 
Presentation

(Speaking)

Values multi-intelligence

Mimicking everyday life 

communication 

Why this theme?

● Theme: healthy lifestyle 

● Popular topic – physical and mental well-being

● Allows cross-curricular activities with PE department

● NSM as a well-being school 

● SEN/ weak students: Relevant to our everyday life

Knowledge Experience Application

Enhanced motivation in the learning process

Unit • Unit 3, Get Fit, Stay Healthy
Class • All four S2 groups
Pre-Test • In Feb, a magazine article (form-based, core &

advanced levels)
Post-Test • In June, 2nd Term Writing Exam

*Pre-test, Actual Writing Task & Post-test (2nd Term Writing Exam) all with a similar
design

Pre-test and Post-Test

2AB Strong

2AC Intermediate

2B Weak

2C The weakest

English abilities of the 4 groups
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Pre-test (Core)

• Photo descriptions 

with hints instead

• Thematic 

vocabulary: 

• health problems, 

• health advice, 

• food and nutrition

• Chinese equivalent

Pre-test (Core) - Performance

● Best Part : Photo Description , scored 11-14.5 marks out of 

20.

● Most performed well at the MC questions with Chinese 

hints and photos

● Not too satisfactory in Statistics description

● Statistics description: 0-4 out of 6 marks

Pre-test (Core) Samples

Lack of Thematic 
Vocabulary

Some recycling of
the words supplied
above
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Unable to read the data

Pre-test (Advanced)

• A magazine 

article 

• With prompts 

and statistics 

given

Pre-test (Advanced) - Performance

● 81% scored 7 marks or below, 19% scored 9-14 marks

● Some sense on how to write an article but not solid 

● Lack of elaboration

● No paragraphing/ run- on sentences

● Limited perspectives with regard to solutions/ impacts

● Unproportional paragraphs 

Pre-test (Advanced)

Health 
problems

Negative effects 
and solutions

• Lack of 

organization and 

paragraphing
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What to eat for breakfast?

How much water to drink per day?

Run-on sentences,

Lack of elaboration

Activity examples?

How much sleep do they need?

• Wrong text-type

• More like a speech

Multimedia elements adopted in the 
10-week plan

Text

Pre 10-week plan online health survey
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90% of  students have never recorded their health 
situations with the help of an app.

Texts

• To understand more about statistics and
infographics

• Some inputs of heathy lifestyle tips
• Easier for less able students

A magazine article to model on

• To familiarize with the
structure of a
magazine article

• Can challenge more
able students

• Weaker students: To
focus on one
paragraph at a time

Nearpod activities with  instant answers from students

• Interactive text-input
• Cater to tactile learners
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Immediate feedback from students Graphics

Multimedia elements adopted in the 
10-week plan

• Hong Kong students’ authentic
health situations

• A broader perspective

Graphs

• Narrow down to health condition of oneself
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Pictures to enhance understanding 

• Cater to visual learners
• Build linkage between words

and pictures

Thematic vocabulary with pictures and coloured syllables

• Cater to visual
learners

• Encourage self-
directed learning

• Facilitate sound
recognition

Graphic organizers

• Guide students to think
of solutions from
different stakeholders

Videos

Multimedia elements adopted in the 
10-week plan
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Videos
A cartoon about
insomnia

Balanced
diet

Food
labels

Exercise to
do at home

• Cater to audio
visual learners

• Encourage
learning
outside the
classroom

Audios

Multimedia elements adopted in the 
10-week plan

Thematic vocabulary with self-accessible audios

• Cater to audio
visual learners

• Encourage self-
directed
learning

• Comfortable
means for
learning to
happen at
different pace
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Gadgets

Multimedia elements adopted in the 
10-week plan

Using Fitbit health watches to collect authentic personal 
health data 

Fitbit Charge 5

Wear a health watch for 
2 weeks

Keep a closer look on 
their own health data

Make sense of the data 
collected

Transform their 
lifestyle

Develop a healthier and 
more active lifestyle

Learning about 
food labels

Multi-sensory Experience 
in the 10-week plan: 

• Stimulate curiosity

• Encourage
observation

• Apply knowledge
into everyday life
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• Pair work
• Peer support (stronger & weaker)

• Stimulate curiosity

• Encourage
observation

• Apply knowledge
into everyday life

Giving Health 
Advice

Multi-sensory Experience 
in the 10-week plan: 
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Giving Health Advice

• Applying vocab learnt in
contexts

• Personal level (about their
classmates)

• Apply knowledge into
everyday life

• Pair work

• Fulfill tactile needs

• Choices/ hints given

Conducting 
Research

Multi-sensory Experience 
in the 10-week plan: 

Collaboration with the PE Department

• Boys’ favourite lessons

• Create anticipation

• Self-discovery

• Peer support
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Measuring their own BMI as first-hand information
• Authentic students’ BMI data

collected in PE lessons

• Build awareness about one’s health

• Numeric input & simple calculation

• Mainly carbohydrates and
meat, no enough
vegetables

• Less than 10000 steps

To give meaning to the vocab they learnt
“lack of exercise” & “unbalanced diet”

Sorting out students’ authentic health data

• A personal survey

• Self Vs Self / Self Vs Others trend

• Connect the dots
• Turn data into a

meaningful statistics
paragraph

• Numeric Text
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Interview & 
Role Play

Multi-sensory Experience 
in the 10-week plan: 

Interview, Role Play and Solutions

PE Teacher Mr. Lui Gym-goer Mr. SouDrafting interview
questions

Writing down interview data Role-play a personal fitness trainer

• Connect the dots

• Turn interview data into

meaningful solution

paragraphs

Making 
infographics

Multi-sensory Experience 
in the 10-week plan: 
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Understanding about Infographics

How data is presented in
real life

Using Canva to make their own infographics
• Strengthen IT literacy

• Fulfill tactile needs

• Cater to students weak in

writing

• Cater to visual learners/
students with art sense Doing an individual 

presentation

Multi-sensory Experience 
in the 10-week plan: 
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• Infographics previously

produced being put into

good use

• Similar to what a real

presentation looks like

• Every step counts

●Use of question as opening

●Able to describe behaviours/ 

give examples   

Introduction (Classwork) 

Use of statistics

• Supported each problem 
with relevant data

• Some connectives used

Impacts
• Some complex sentence 

patterns used

• Conditional sentences used
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Solutions

• Generated solutions from 

different stakeholders

Introduction (Post test) 

• Able to use a question as opening

• Can cite relevant data 

• Some description on students’ behaviours

Use of statistics 

• Can cite relevant data to support their point of view

Solutions

• Solutions related to sleep/ exercise/ diet 

• Able to use Conditional sentence type 0/ 1
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Consolidation by the PE Department

• Some healthy lifestyle concepts

being applied

• BMI/ Diet/ Exercise/ Sleep

Reflection
● Look beyond the magazine article itself 

● More like a pedagogy experiment

● A simulation of how the world out there is like/ how we process information 

on a daily basis

● Enrichment of learning process for passive learners to act out, speak out and 

step out of the classroom 

● Various input : texts, audios, graphics, gadgets, videos 

● Various output: magazine article, infographics, presentations, actions, 

interviews, videos

● Learning is not simply just texts but a 4D-model 

● Learning in classroom  life changes  value education 


