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Final Report

Project No. : 2010/0512

1. Attainment of Objectives

Table 1: Attainment of Objectives

Reasons for

increasingly more familiar with
the teaching techniques, and were
able to create additional teaching

T Activities Extlent ot ; 3 ; not being able
Objective attainment Evidence or indicators of having :
statement relatfed t.o the of the achieved the objective w a.chlgve t.h g

objective I objective, if
objective :
applicable
To apply dialogic English Fully According to teachers’ feedback
reading and creative classes in neiigved (please refer to Appendices I & 2)
activities to enhance local primary and our observation from the
children’s English schools visits, students have become more
use and proficiency using interested and more actively
as well as dialogic involved in class.
positive attitudes in reading and Based on the analysis of students’
English learning creative performance, the longer the
activities dialogic reading training the
students received, the more
growth of their vocabulary
knowledge.
Also, based on the analysis,
students’ reading attitude was
enhanced after having classes with
creative activities.
To provide trainings Teachers’ Fully Two training workshops were held
for teachers to training hioved for teachers of the participated
engage dialogic workshops Bl schools.
reading with their on dialogic Feedback was given to teachers
children in class, so reading and suitable modifications were
that children are Class made with teachers after the class
supported to use observation observation visits to improve the
Engli.sh and “AREvos visits utilization of techniques in
their ideas with Post-visit teaching.
COMIEHES discussion A talk about the project outcome
with teachers and teachers’ experience in using
A talk dialogic reading was opened for
opened for all teachers in the school.
all teachers Based on our observation in the
in the school class visits, teachers were
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materials for their classes using
the techniques.

Based on teachers’ feedback, they
would continue creating teaching
materials using the techniques.

Based on teachers’ feedback and
our observation from the visits,
students were more actively
involved in class and expressed
their ideas with higher confidence.

To create methods Teachers’ Fully Two training workshops were held
which integrate training : for teachers of the participated
E e achieved
generic skill (i.e. workshops schools.
creativity) n 'cr'e?tive A talk about the project outcome
developm.ent and activities and teachers’ experience in using
language instruction English creative activities was opened for
classes with all teachers in the school.
cre.at}\:e Based on teachers’ feedback,
activities students’ worksheets (please refer
Student to Appendix 3) and our
worksheets observation from the visits,
for creative creativity and English instruction
activities were well-integrated.
A talk Students have demonstrated a high
opened for level of creativity with a more
all teachers active use of English during
in the school creative activities.
Based on students’ performance
during the class visits, they
enjoyed doing creative activities.
To promote these Publication  |Fully Two newspaper articles about
techniques to all of newspaper ; dialogic reading and creative
g . . achieved e ] A
primary schools in articles about activities were published in the
Hong Kong dialogic Hong Kong Economic Journal
reading and (please refer to Appendices 4 & 5).
cre.ativ.e An article about dialogic reading
activities

Publication
of an
online article
about
dialogic
reading
Publication
of a manual
about
dialogic

was published online and made
public on the LifeStyle Journal
Website.

1,000 copies of manual about
dialogic reading and creative
activities were produced and
delivered to local primary schools
in Hong Kong.

A website containing similar
content of the manual was created
and made available to the general
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reading and
creative
activities
Production
of a website
about
dialogic
reading and
creative
activities
Two public
talks
promoting
dialogic
reading and
creative
activities

public.

Two public talks were held to
promote dialogic reading and
creative activities to the general
public, receiving a total of 216
online and walk-in registrations
from headmasters, teachers and
students who are interested in
pursuing a career in education.
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2. Project Impact on

2.1.

Learning effectiveness:

The project has positive impacts on students’ learning effectiveness and teachers’ teaching
effectiveness. Based on the data analysis, the longer the dialogic reading training the students
received, the more the improvement of their vocabulary knowledge. Dialogic reading emphasizes on
the interaction between teachers and students. Through rigorous questioning and sentence expansion
exercises about the textbook contents, students were given a lot of opportunities to practise accurate
use of word in different contexts. Such practicing opportunities helped to deepen their
understandings in vocabularies. This greatly facilitated the process of language learning by
encouraging active use of newly learnt vocabularies in students, and hence forming deeper memory
in them.

Moreover, students’ reading attitude was found to increase after having classes with creative
activities. Creative activities provide an environment without boundaries for students to make full
use of their creativity and imagination. This has given them a high degree of flexibility to actively
use English which led to more enjoyment in the learning process. Hence, a stronger intrinsic
motivation could be cultivated in them. The creative activities widely broadened students’ horizon
by providing a lot of innovative and exciting contexts which they rarely had the chance to
experience in the usual and traditional English classes. This effectively inspired students and raised
their interests in class. Thus, this helped to increase students’ interest in reading and had a profound
influence on their reading habits and lifelong learning.

Based on the observation from the class visits and teachers’ feedback, students have become
more interested and more actively involved in class. This maximized the interaction in class and
hence improved the learning atmosphere. Also, they enjoyed working on tasks of the creative
activities in groups which effectively fostered team spirit in students.

Apart from students, teachers’ horizon was also broadened as they were trained to engage
innovative techniques with students in class so that students are supported to use English and
express their ideas with confidence. The teachers found the techniques useful for improving
teaching effectiveness and stated that they would continue using the techniques. They would further
develop more teaching materials for students using these techniques after the implementation of this

project.
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2.2. Professional development:

The project enhances professional development of not only the teachers involved in this project,
but also teachers in other primary schools. During the project period, teachers involved in the
project were given trainings on dialogic reading and creative activities. They found the techniques
useful for supporting them to cope better with learners’ diversity in the English classes. These
innovative and interactive techniques improved their knowledge and skills in strengthening the
speaking, reading and creative writing elements in the process of English teaching and learning. The
techniques they learnt are actually also applicable to other subjects as well. After the implementation
period, a talk introducing dialogic reading and creative activities, sharing teachers’ experience and
project outcomes was opened for interested teachers in the school. These training and practice
opportunities provided the schools with new teaching methods that enhance student-teacher
interaction and teaching effectiveness.

To further improve teaching quality, class observation visits were conducted. Feedback which
helped to improve the application of techniques in class was provided to teachers after the visits
based on the observation in class, including students’ as well as teachers’ performance and responses.
Based on the observation, suitable modifications were also made to the teaching materials to
facilitate the teaching process according to students’ level of English.

From our observation and teachers’ feedback, they have become more familiar with the new
teaching techniques and more confident to adopt them in teaching. Lessons were carefully and
strategically planned. The dialogic reading technique was smoothly delivered and demonstrated with
well response from students during classes. Being given the chance to engage in designing and
modifying teaching materials for dialogic reading and creative activities, teachers felt that their
teaching effectiveness and efficacy were enhanced. They said that they would continue creating
teaching materials for students of other grades using the techniques they learnt from the training
workshops.

Apart from teachers in the participated schools, this project also contributed to the professional
development of teachers in other primary schools in Hong Kong and widened the horizons of people
who are interested in pursuing a career in education. To promote dialogic reading and creative
activities, a website was made public and a manual was published and distributed to each primary
school in Hong Kong. The website and manual both contain comprehensive information about
children’s reading and creativity development, as well as methods that local schools could employ in
enhancing children’s reading and creativity abilities, including dialogic reading and creative
activities. They help to promote the two teaching methods and enhance professional development of
teachers in schools that did not participate in this project. The website and manual also help to
widen the horizon of the general public by introducing them to these interactive teaching methods.
Moreover, two talks were arranged for the general public for teachers and those who are interested
in pursuing a career in education. The talks covered comprehensively the theories, concepts,
application and examples of dialogic reading and creative activities. The talks received highly
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positive feedback in general:

(1) 99% of the participants agreed that the talk and manual increased their understanding of
dialogic reading and creative activities.

(2) 96% of the participants agreed that the talk and manual helped them to master and apply
dialogic reading and creative activities.

(3) 99% of the participants agreed that dialogic reading and creative activities can enhance
children’s learning.

(4) 99% of the participants would like to apply dialogic reading and creative activities to facilitate
children’s learning.

(5) 100% of the participants would like to employ dialogic reading and creative activities in class.

(6) 100% of the participants hoped there can be more similar research and activities in the future

which help children to learn.
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3. Cost-effectiveness

Table 2: Budget Checklist

Budget Items Change
(Based on Schedule Il of Approved Budget Actual Expense [(b)-(a)]/(2)
Agreement) @) L +/- %
Project Staff Basic Salaries HK$307,156 HK$277.771 -9.6%
Furniture and Equipment HK$83,240 HK$43,048 -48.3%
General Expenses HK$133,504 HK$125,037 -6.3%
PROJECT TOTAL HK$523,900 HKS$445,856 -14.9%

3.1

3.2,

i

Utilization of available resources:
The actual expense was kept within the approved budget while the funding was utilized effectively

for hiring staffs, purchasing equipments and materials as well as for handling general expenses.

Unit cost for the direct beneficiaries:

The direct beneficiaries included: 22 English teachers and 251 primary school students from the
participating schools; 216 audiences attending the public talks; and about 600 primary schools
(having approximately 4,800 English teachers) who received our manuals. So the total number of
direct beneficiaries is 5,289.

Unit cost for the direct beneficiaries = HK$445,856 / 5,289 = HK $84.3

Sustainability of the learning programme and materials developed:

They are highly sustainable. Developed teaching and learning materials will be used by the schools.
The website will remain accessible for the general public. The manuals distributed to primary
schools in Hong Kong will serve as helpful referencing materials for teachers to design teaching

curriculum and develop teaching materials.
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4. Deliverables and Modes of Dissemination

A range of deliverables were made during the project period as listed in Table 3.

Table 3: Dissemination Value of Project Deliverables

Item description (e.g.
type, title, quantity,
etc.)

Evaluation of the quality and
dissemination value of the item

Dissemination
activities conducted
(e.g. mode, date, etc.)

and responses

Is it worthwhile and
feasible for the item to
be widely
disseminated by the
QEF? If yes, please
suggest the mode(s) of

dissemination.

A set of teaching The materials were for training | Distributed to No
manual and materials | workshops given to teachers. teachers in the two
on “Dialogic They contain detailed guidelines | participated schools at
Reading” and on the use of dialogic reading the training
“Creative Activities” | and creative activities. They also | workshops in Sep

include useful teaching 2012 and Mar 2013.

materials which facilitate the

engagement of dialogic reading

and creative activities in the

classroom.
An online article It is the online version of the The online article was | Yes;

newspaper article with the same published on the QEF can state the

Asrieletitle: title, “Interactive teaching LifeStyle Journal website in the QEF
, E ) improves children’s English Website on 27 May Cyber  Resource
“Interactive teaching ability”. 2013: Esptie,
improves children’s
English ability”

http:/1j.hkej.com/artc

ulture/article/id/85087
A newspaper article | The newspaper article A newspaper article No

(please refer to
Appendix 4)

Article title:

“Interactive teaching
improves children’s
English ability”

introduces dialogic reading, the
progress and outcomes of this
project under QEF’s support.

was published in the
Hong Kong Economic
Journal on 18 May
2013.
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and “Creative
Activities”

Manual title:

“Interactive English
Education: Dialogic
Reading and

Creative Activities”

creativity development, and also
methods that local schools could
employ to enhance children’s
reading and creativity abilities,
including dialogic reading and
creative activities.

Hong Kong in Dec
2013.

The manuals were
distributed to
participants in the
public talks in Jan and
Feb 2014.

A newspaper article | The newspaper article A newspaper article No
(please refer to introduces creative activities, was published in the
Appendix 5) and the progress and outcomes | Hong Kong Economic
of this project under QEF’s Journal on 22 Nov
Article title: suppot. 21,
“Creative education
unleashes children’s
potential”
1,000 copies of The manual contains The manuals were Yes;
manuals about comprehensive information delivered to local QEF can produce
“Dialogic Reading” | about children’s reading and primary schools in and make the

manuals available
for purchase.

QEF can also
upload the manual
in electronic
format online to
the QEF Cyber
Resource Centre.

A website about
“Dialogic Reading”
and “Creative
Activities”

The content of the website is
similar to that of the manual.

A website was created
with the link:

http://cityuass. wix.com

/index

It was uploaded to the
CityU Central Web
Server with the link:

http://wwwé.cityu.ed
u.hk/ss dialogic read
ing/wix.html

Both webpages have
been made available
to public since Dec
2013.

Yes;

QEF can state the
websites in the
QEF Cyber
Resource Centre.

A paper presentation
on “Enhancing
positive reading
attitudes through
interactive classroom
literacy activities in
children learning
English as a second
language.”

This paper promotes the
outcomes of this project to
scholars and educators
internationally.

This paper was
presented in the 2014
Annual Conference of
the British
Psychological Society
held on 7-9 May in
Birmingham, England
(please refer to
Appendix 6).

No

This form/guidelines can be downloaded from the QEF webpage at http://gef.org.hik.




/ﬁ-.ﬁ’f’iﬁ”ﬁ'iﬁﬁ:

! 2“ Quality Education Fund

The frequent communication and evaluation between teachers and the research team contributed a lot to
the success of this project. This played a very important role in adhering to the application of dialogic
reading and creative activities in class. The frequent communication and evaluation also helped the teachers
and research team to refine the teaching materials to better suit the needs and ability of students so as to
maximize the teaching effectiveness. The close connection between the teachers and the research team
helped to solve queries about the teaching techniques and to increase teachers’ confidence and efficacy in
using the techniques in class as well as in developing related teaching materials. The feasibility of
continuing the project can therefore be sustained.

The interactive nature of dialogic reading and creative activities was the key to the success in motivating
students to learn. Unlike traditional teaching methods, dialogic reading and creative activities often
emphasize on student-teacher interaction and interaction among students. Such emphasis on interactions
could enhance children’s English usage and proficiency as well as foster positive attitudes in English
learning.

Last but not least, the detailed guidelines provided in the teaching manual and public talks by the
research team effectively helped teachers to master the skills of using dialogic reading and creative activities.
With the comprehensive teaching manual, teachers could learn and master the skills, and further develop

materials by themselves to use in class.
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5. Activity List

A series of activities were conducted during the project period as listed in Table 4.

Table 4: Activity List

Theme:

Implementation of dialogic reading
and creative activities in English
classes

Venue:
- Christian Alliance H. C. Chan
Primary School

- Ng Wah Catholic Primary School

Types of No. of participants
activities ; 4 o Feedback
: Brief description
(A Svplalan (e.g. date, theme, venue, elc.) oihits f.ro'm
performance, & i ’ ’ schools |teachers|students|  (Please | participants
efc.) specify)
Language Date: 2 NA 251 NA
and reading |- 7-24 Sep 2012
assessment 1 |- 4—14 Mar 2013
Theme:
Pretest
Venue:
- Christian Alliance H. C. Chan
Primary School
- Ng Wah Catholic Primary School
Training Date: 2 9 NA NA
workshop for |- 19 Sep 2012
teachers - 26 Mar 2013
Theme:
Training on dialogic reading and
creative activities
Venue:
- Christian Alliance H. C. Chan
Primary School
- Ng Wah Catholic Primary School
Project Date: 2 8 251 NA Please refer
implementati |- 25 Sep — 30 Nov 2012 to
on - 8 Apr—31 May 2013 Appendices |

& 2
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Class
observation
visit

Date:

-11 & 12 Oct; 14, 16, 28 & 30 Nov
2012

- 18 & 30 Apr; 3, 10, 24 & 31 May
2013

Theme:

Three rounds of observation visit to
all classes, a total of 31 lessons
were observed

Venue:

- Christian Alliance H. C. Chan
Primary School

- Ng Wah Catholic Primary School

251

NA

Language
and reading
assessment 2

Date:
- 3-13 Dec 2012
- 13-17 Jun 2013

Theme:
Posttest

Venue:

- Christian Alliance H. C. Chan
Primary School

- Ng Wah Catholic Primary School

NA

251

NA

A talk

opened for all
teachers in
the school

Date:
16 Jan 2013

Theme:

Introduction and training on
dialogic reading and creative
activities

Venue:
Christian Alliance H. C. Chan
Primary School

13

NA

NA

QEF school
visit

Date:
29 Apr 2013

Theme:

Introductory session on dialogic
reading and creative activities; class
observation; post-observation
discussion.

Venue:
Christian Alliance H. C. Chan

Primary School

43

9 QEF
members

Please refer
to the
Interview
report from
QEF
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Public talks |Date: NA NA NA 216 Please refer
-23Jan 2014 registered to the
-22 Feb 2014 participants  |feedback
(headmasters, {results
Theme: teachers and |(Section 2.2)
Introduction and training on students who
dialogic reading and creative are interested
activities in pursuing a
career in
Venue: education)
City University of Hong Kong
Paper Date: NA NA NA About 500
presentation |7-9 May 2014 scholars,
in the 2014 educators,
Annual Theme: psychologists
Conference |Enhancing positive reading and students
of the British |attitudes through interactive from different
Psychological |classroom literacy activities in countries
Society children learning English as a
second language
Venue:
International Convention Centre,
Birmingham, England
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6. Variations, Difficulties Encountered and Solutions Adopted

There were four major variations adopted to further facilitate the project’s effectiveness. These variations

had seek approval from and had been reported to QEF.

6.1.

6.2.

6.3.

6.4.

Change of participants’ grade in one participated school:

Because of the tight schedule of learning activities planned for the grade 2 students, primary
grade 1 students were included in Ng Wah Catholic Primary School instead of primary grade 2
students as in Christian Alliance H. C. Chan Primary School.

Incorporation of dialogic reading and creative activities in the current English curriculum:

After discussing with the schools, it was decided to be more feasible to use dialogic reading and
creative activities in their regular classes primarily based on their English textbooks instead of
storybooks with creative texts. Therefore, the materials for dialogic reading and creative activities
were developed based on the textbooks, and storybooks were used as supplementary to facilitate the

instruction.

Change of testing and implementation periods in one participated school:

To facilitate the effectiveness of the program implementation, the implementation was
conducted in two separate periods for the two schools (i.e., the first semester in Christian Alliance
H.C. Chan Primary School; the second semester in Ng Wah Catholic Primary School), instead of
having the program implemented in the two schools at the same period of time. It enhanced better
time and resources management, and allowed for better support to be provided to each school.

Moreover, testing and implementation periods in Ng Wah Catholic Primary School were started
at a later time in early April and the implementation period was shortened to 8 weeks. These
modifications were made with the consideration of the tight teaching and examination schedules,
and the discussion with teachers. The modifications enhanced better time and resources
management, and minimized disturbance to the class curriculum in school. The successful program
implementation in the two schools proved that these project variations helped to achieve our project

aims.

Extension of project period:

The project was extended for two more months until 28 February 2014 because the public talks
which were originally planned to be held in December 2013 were postponed to January and
February 2014. According to our proposal, we would arrange public talks to promote the use of
dialogic reading and creative activities in schools. We planned to provide each participant in the talk

with a teaching manual which would be very helpful for consolidating their skills in the utilizations
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of dialogic reading and creative activities. As the manuals were created and printed in December
2013 (as scheduled), the talks had to be postponed. The public talks have been successfully held,
and have drawn great attention of headmasters, teachers, and students who are interested in pursuing

a career in education.
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Appendix 1: Feedback from Christian Alliance H. C. Chan Primary School

BBHEAMRRANEHNR T PARARXREETEAASE  SALHAHR - £
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Appendix 2: Feedback from Ng Wah Catholic Primary School

HEAMBERELAMRRN  HERMABRFNET » ARERFEI > B LA
(Completion) ~ @48 #1#8 (Recall) ~ Bz X F1#2& (Open-ended) ~ wh-F] & (Wh-) R@A4%
ERER I (Distancing) FRMEAEH » wHEXKERD A FHBXARNBREY
PAEEREM - MREER  SHGHS T PARTHMNATLY S HHEATHME
FEHTHRPS MBZFEEEY -

WHEGHAREMT  HGERERAHEAMBERBNMEEFHS FTTReETEANLEHER
wE o H¢ AR R IEA S B HOHAE -

X EHARE G
HXFFEIE B EEE
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Appendix 3: Students’ work for creative activity

What happens when Little Red Riding Hood (L) meets other animals......?
Please draw and write about the new story.
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Appendix 4: Newspaper article—“Interactive teaching improves children’s English ability”
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Appendix 5: Newspaper article—“Creative education unleashes children’s potential”
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Appendix 6: Paper presentation—*“Enhancing positive reading attitudes through interactive
classroom literacy activities in children learning English as a second language”

Enhancing positive reading attitudes through interactive classroom
literacy activities in children learning English as a second language

Chow, Bonnie Wing-Yin; & Hui, Anna Na Na “
City University of Hong Kong (;g: BT

Quality Education Fund
wycho Leduhk 5

Background Results
» Studying children's reading allitudes and varabulary knowledge is essentlal for | # independent-samples ¢ tests showed that civildren in the two conditions did not.
utferstonding their reading eagegement and achievement | difier significantiy on age, nonverbal reasoning, and ait the pretest measures {alt
{ 15 » 5] §
| Reading attitudes, vocabulary knowledge and creativity conelate with each ol
ather {a.g Felly & Daughtey, 208 Wang 7017} | Two repeated measures andlyses were perdarmed
» Providing children with opportunities to intersct with interesting and ereative » Significant interaction effect was found B the reading attitade task, F{1, 86 =
| learmng matenals, asking questions leading 1o divergent and unginel responses, | ; 905, p< O

and suggesting novel words in vocabulary learning are linked to creativity

(Fottester & s, 2006: Walsh & Selsct, 2006) # interaction effect was not sigmiicont for the English receptive vocabulary task

1 | ip> o8

| # This study Investigated the effects of creative Reracy activitied in dassroom o

| reading attitude and vacabulary knowledge in childres lenrning Englist ac a
second languags.

Method
: Particlpants _
» S0Chinese second graders and their English teachers in Hong kang
» Ageul children: 8.7 ~ 7.7 years (mean = 7.2 years)
# Alfchiltiren; native Cantonese speakers; tearning Enghsh a3 a second lanpuage
i Design ;
© . » Apretest-posttest weperimentat design | 2 (groups) x 2 {time] factorial design

» One of three classes was rantlomly assigned Lo the experimental group whife the
remaining two ¢lasses were (3ken 35 3 control group
» Experimental proup (n=31):
- pogaged in creative Iiteracy activities designed to foster distussion of creative
opics related to textbook coatent
- 2 Engtfich lassons for a period of 10 weaks
¥ “What veould hagpee if Little Red Riding Hood met ther animais?™
» Cimagine if you wWere eatens by o giant..”
¥ “Magic countryside”
| ¥ Contral group (n=58): no engagement in creative literaty activites

» Each child was tested before pnd after the 10-awees intervention
: Measumes
1) Reading Attitude: {Cronbach’s o = 8B)

- Efpmentary Reoding Atdituds Survey (Mcfensn & fear, 1990}

~ for each item, children were asked to select 3 smiley fzce fram four pptions
hat best represented their leeling towards 3 seenarto regarding reading

+ 20 ttemy; 4-point Likert scale (1 » imyuahamf 4 > very hoppy)

2) English Receptive Vocabulary: [Cronbach’s a = .75}
« 20items se‘ected from Peabody Picture Vornbulary Test - Fourth Edition {Duny
& Dunn, 2067)
- For each itam, tnidren were asked to select one of the four pictures thiat
test represented the vocabulary orally presented by the exparimentars

3} 1R ing: {Cronbach's o = 82}
- 24 items from the subtests A and B of the Raven'’s Standaed Peogressive
Mateices [Raven. Courl, R Raven, 159¢]

Discussion

» This study has develapsd creative ltewacy activities wivich enbanced teather-
References Student interaction a0d dctive language use.
Byt LAY, 6 Garn B (3007). Pockmoy Sicnee Vocslony Test - Forshrctrian (AT, Miamapoln, W5 e PN A s i S
Pearspn Assarimantt. - it il ¥ inkg ge Istivction.
me..a Kpoid KK (2006 5 ikath e > * i has demonstrated the vifectveness of creative litericy activities in dasscoom
e B mm..wm 240 »ﬁ i1 promoting chilldren’s positive reading sttitudes in lesrning English a3 5 second
mn B baghing §. (2008 Ataddesic e sandhoy correlate
acatemyc oz Arspnrcn, Gi8.), T54.240 language.

Backenan, B €. & Bear, 0.2 115301 & g sif b, Geadog - i = .
e A o ! : second Fequliition

Baver ) £, Comrd BB Bavern, L 1996) Reyet's $tsedor § Brogricense slatriees. Cabord, Engiaod Cufond
Faychoiogian Fress.

Walsh, B A 8 Bewre £ (20081 Th F: g e o
mwmw&*wtwwﬂﬂ Ahe4, 373 o

Wang & ¥ (2902 the ol eini 56 rehg e it Thiskio Wl god
ey, 7153, 5647
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