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Evaluation of Tung Wah Group of Hospitals’ QEF project on
Creativity and Learning through the Arts in Early Childhood Education

Research Plan

Objectives

To evaluate the effectiveness of learning through the arts in early childhood
education on students’ creativity in verbal, figural and movement dimensions,
parent-rated creativity, dramatic and motivational characteristics of the children and
perception of parent-as-a teacher, as well as teachers’ creativity fostering teaching
style

Sample Size

Quantitative Study: About 1,000 students aged between 5 and 6 from 15
kindergartens and their parents, 200 teachers
Qualitative Study: 40 teachers and artists through focus group interviews

Experimental
Group

Preschool children taught by the trained teachers and artists in the participatory
schools and their parents; preschool teachers and artists

Control Group

Children of the same age group who study a year earlier in the participatory schools

Instruments to

Kindergarten Children:

be used 1. Story Telling Task - Creativity and Communication (verbal creativity) (Hui &
Lau, 2006)
2. Test for Creative Thinking ~Drawing Production (figural creativity) (Urban &
Jellen, 1996)
3. Torrance Thinking Creatively in Action and Movement (bodily-kinesthetic
creativity) (Torrance, 1980)
Parents:
1. Creativity, communicative and motivational characteristics (Renzulli et al, 2002)
2. Parent As a Teacher Inventory (PAAT; Strom, 1995)
Teachers & Artists:
Creativity Fostering Teaching Style (Soh, 2000)
Focus Group Interview (Hui, Cheung, Wong, & He, 2010)
Research - Preschool teachers, artists and parents taking part in the project will be asked

Methodology

to complete the questionnaire.

- Preschool children in both the experimental and control groups will be asked to
tell a story, draw a picture and make a movement

- ANCOVAs, T-test will be used in data analysis

Time Schedule |May — Aug. 2012 - Data Collection of Pretest & Posttest of Control Group
Sept. 2012 - Data analysis of Control Group Data
Oct. 2012 —Jan. 2013 - Data Collection of Pretest of Experimental Group
Feb. —March. 2013 - Data Collection of Qualitative Data
April = Aug. 2013 - Data Collection of Posttest of Experimental Group
Sept. 2013 —Jan. 2014 - Data Analysis
May 2014 - Results Sharing & Submission of Report

Division of
Labor

Tung Wah Group of Hospitals — Early Childhood Education Section & the Research
Team:

- Oversee the implementation of the evaluation study

The Researchers:

- Design the pre- and post-tests (instruments and methodology)

- Contact schools, students and teachers in the pre- and post-tests

- Distribute and collect questionnaires for the pre- and post-tests

- Analyze the data collected

- Compile evaluation report
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