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Creative Drama
and
Holistic Teaching and Learning

The school of the future will, perhaps, not be a
school as we understand it — with benches,
blackboards, and a teacher’s platform — it may be a
theatre, a library, a museum, or a conversation.

—Leo Tolstoy

Many of us may have heard of the terms “Creative Dramatics”,
“Creative Drama” or “Drama in Education”, which are structured,
goal-oriented playing teaching methods usually reserved for primary
school children, of which Winifred Mary Ward (1884-1975) is considered
to be one of the pioneers. By interacting in this leaming process through
play, the children leam to communicate with others, to participate
willingly in discussions, to develop intuitive, independent thinking, to
solve problems logically and to organize team work. These properties are
equally applicable to the tertiary education environment and one very
important element in particular, amongst the many various aspects in

Creative Drama, is creativity.

It is not amusing anymore to watch the surprised looks expressed by
overseas visiting teachers/professors when they see students reciting a
long physics equation without knowing how it is derived and a lack of
enthusiasm in their participation in discussions and communications; or
to hear a common comment that students in Hong Kong are fed facts and

information without thinking and learning,

While it is hoped that by way of Creative Drama our future students

will be able to develop a more spontaneous and creative thinking, and to
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communicate and discuss issues openly with more confidence as they
learn, teachers themselves can also benefit from the same process by
applying Creative Drama as they disseminate their knowledge and
information. The traditional one way transfer of facts and information
from teacher to student is now old-fashioned and out-dated. No doubt
many half-asieep students will be able to teil us how boring a teacher’s
monologue can be but fortunately the teacher will not notice his sleepy
students as he is too busy pointing to his teaching materials on his
overhead projector. In order to promote independent thinking and
creativity in our students, they need not only be taught, but more |
importantly, they need to leam through  free-thinking and

bi-/multi-directional discussions with both peers and teachers.

Creative Drama should be encouraged at all education levels and I
sincerely hope that its more widespread adoption at the primary school
level will set a firm foundation for our future free-thinking and creative

university students.

Dr Eva Wong

Director, Centre for Holistic Teaching and Learning
Hong Kong Baptist University

June 2011.
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